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Home is where the heart is… 
 

Walking into the Life Skills classroom at North Mason High 
School there is an immediate tug at your heart. The welcoming 
smiles around the room, from students and staff, create a blanket 
of security. It’s the feeling of being home. 

Much of what is being taught in Corie Hackett’s Life Skills pro-
gram is  how to thrive at home and in life. Students require extra 
attention in areas many of us take for granted and the team of 
teachers, paraeducators and specialists work towards providing 
them with important tools to tackle life’s daily challenges. 

Adulting in the Community is an extension of this program for 
18-21 year-olds, run by Garrett Bull. The program offers students 
additional opportunities to get hands-on experience. Earlier in the 
year these students met with the North Mason Regional Fire Au-
thority to learn how to use a fire extinguisher along with other fire 
prevention tips.  

The mission of the Life Skills program is: Empowering and sup-
porting he unique needs of students by providing a positive envi-
ronment which prepares students to live, work and enjoy life.” It’s 
truly the “North Star” for Corie Hackett and her team. “Our passion 
is helping our students thrive.”  

Progress is often not easily visible, as the level of intervention 
required varies for each student, but as part of the ‘Multi-tiered 
systems of Support’ module, assessments are made and plans are 
developed.  

 “We don’t quantify progress in the same way as  a typical class-
room,” Corie explains. “Our milestones are often more subtle….” 
she pauses,  watching as her students filter back from lunch, the 
pride on her face telling more that  what she is saying. “Our pro-
gress is measured in the connections we make with our students, 
the connections they make with each other, and the impact they 
have when interacting with our school community.” 

That impact remains with you after you leave the classroom; the 
feeling of safety and security lingering, like after a visit home. 
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“Working in the Life Skills room with Mrs. Hackett is the 
most fulfilling job I’ve ever had. It feels great going to 
such a welcoming place each day.” Jack Worthington 

 

Thank you to the team for providing this safe, nurturing environment for 

our Life Skills students:  Corie Hackett (10 yrs.), Karen Hill (10 yrs.), Jack 
Worthington (7 yrs.), Chelsea Youngs, (5 yrs.), Mary Murphy (5 yrs.), 
Alex Fitzhugh (3 yrs.), Ashley Hockaday (2 yrs.), Lalaine Keith (2 yrs.) 
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There are so many exciting things happening in our district that I want to share with you. You may have already heard 
that our district received two grants benefitting our students. One for the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Core Plus 
Maritime Program and the other for the Food Services program. Grants play an instrumental part in being able to provide 
top-notch opportunities to our students on their graduation pathway as well as much-needed funding to fill in the gaps in 
daily requirements. We are grateful for both of these grants benefitting our students. Read more about how they are 
being implemented in the section below.  
 
Our musicians and athletes continue to strive and achieve personal milestones during this Winter season. Make sure to 
click on the links in the newsletter to be redirected to specific school/club/sports social media pages so you can stay in 
the know about all that’s happening in our district.  
 
I am so proud of our students, staff and administration. Keep up the good work as we near the 100 day mark! 
 
Thank you for being part of our tomorrow, 
 

Dana G. Rosenbach 

Is there something exciting happening in your classroom that you would like to share with our community? Please email Communications to share your story! 

The Rosenbach Report 

Grants to Celebrate 

Food Services & Core Plus Maritime Program 

The Food Services program also received a 

grant that funds twice weekly afternoon 

fruit and vegetable snacks to our elemen-

tary students. The goal of the USDA Fresh 

Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) is to cultivate healthier 

school environments and introduce children to fruits and vege-

tables they might not normally try.  

“We served 500 pepper snacks the other day.” Nichol Haw, 

Food Services Director, is proud to share information about the 

program, saying, “Everything is prepared fresh so the students 

get the maximum benefit of the choices .” This week apple slic-

es and cucumber coins were on the snack menu. 

The grant was first applied for back when Rob Thomas was Food 

Services Director. “I’m really happy it came through and that 

Nichol and her team are able to run with it,” he said, when 

asked about the application process. “This really benefits our 

students.” To learn more about the grant making this possible, 

visit the USDA page. 

Two exciting grants to announce! Our Core 

Plus Maritime program received $40,000. 

This will enhance the Career & Technical 

Education (CTE) class by providing students 

with materials for their boat building pro-

jects. Alexa Hadfield oversees the CTE pro-

gram and is thrilled to see this level of sup-

port for the maritime program, especially 

as North Mason is the only district provid-

ing fiberglass instruction. “This will go a 

long way to buying epoxy and resin!” Read 

more about the Core Plus Maritime pro-

gram here. 

mailto:drosenbach@northmasonschools.org
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/ffvp/fresh-fruit-and-vegetable-program
https://coreplusmaritime.org/


 

 

Follow NMSD Family Engagement Facebook page to learn about events/resources available for our students. 

Artists Among Us 

Across the parking lot from the District Office, up the stairs outside the com-

munity gym and through the door that says Northwest Children’s Outreach, 

lives an incredible collection and distribution center for clothing items. All avail-

able to our students.  
 

How does it work? Local agencies place a request for a child, from birth to age 

18, for clothing bags or layettes for infants.  NMSD Family Engagement team, 

Jennifer Johnen and Mateo Santiago, regularly place orders to take to families. Today, Jenn Johnen and Maria 

Gaspar, NMSD Interpreter are collecting an order to take to a family. “Most of the items are new,” Jenn ex-

plains, holding up a bag with new socks. “It’s a great resource for our families.” At the beginning of each school 

year, Northwest Children’s Outreach provides 150 children with new outfits, new shoes, and hygiene items. 
 

Northwest Outreach is a nonprofit organization that started in Oregon. The northwest chapter is located at 71 

E. Campus Drive, Belfair, WA and is open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-12 pm. 

Student art lines the walls of all the schools in our district and is even a feature at the District Office. It is amazing to see the creativity of our 

students and we love celebrating their creations. We have seen first hand the Social/Emotional benefits of art instruction along with the tan-

gible benefit of improving academic performance.  Did you know? These substantiated benefits are now supported by bill RCW 28A.230.205, 

requiring mandatory art instruction in our schools.  

Family Engagement & Outreach 

Celebrating Community Partnerships: Northwest Children’s Outreach 
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Beyond the Bulldogs... 
Alumni Stories 

 

For feedback or to contribute story ideas for future issues, please contact NMSD Communications 

 

Favorite NM Moment:  
 

I’ll never forget my senior 
year winning  the league bas-
ketball title. We were the 
smallest 3A team playing in 
the state championship...in 
the Tacoma Dome. It was 
awesome! 

 

As a coach, my favorite 
memory is after a summer 
practice when Corie would 
bring the kids up and they’d 
run around the gym playing 
ball. Great memories! 

 

Steve Hackett 

Class of 2003 

Assistant Principal, NMHS 

New Website Coming Soon... 

Click here to nominate 

someone for  

‘Alumni Stories.’ 

Drumroll please….!!! We are getting very close to launching a new district website. Once launched we will be relying on you, our 

staff, students and community, to let us know if you come across anything that requires attention. We want this new site to reflect 

North Mason well! Details will be released closer to the launch date. We appreciate your patience as we finalize this rollout. 

Walk into Steve Hackett’s office at North Mason High School and you immediately get a sense of who 

he is as a person. Motivational quotes are on the board, NM Bulldog chairs, pictures of his wife and 

kids, but there is one picture that is center stage.  He happily shares the story, “That’s the coach of 

Duke basketball, and my wife and I went to a game when we were 

dating.” He smiles at the memory, “Then, I saw my favorite player. I 

turned to Corie and said, ‘Get a picture of me’ and I took off, circling 

around the gym like a kid.” He chuckles, shaking his head. “I got my 

picture and then, before we got married, Corie contacted the Duke 

coach and Steve Wojakowski, my favorite player, and had them sign 

it. It was some wedding present!” 

It’s this exuberance that peppers into most of Steve’s stories and it’s easy to see the type of kid he 

must have been. When talking about his upbringing and his time at North Mason, he exhibits that 

sense of permanence you see in other lifelong residents. It is a 

sense of knowing: where you belong, who you are, and the people 

that matter. “The community always showed up ,” he explains, 

“and, my parents were at every game.” 

This sense of community brought him certainty about his career 

path in his sophomore year. He knew that he was going to be a 

teacher and come back to North Mason. He met his wife, Corie, at 

Olympic College and they both went off to Central Washington University. She ended up starting in the 

district before Steve, but after two years of substitute teaching, he got on the coaching track and has-

n’t looked back...all the way to administration. When asked why he enjoys his job, he pauses for a mo-

ment, “I love it. I can’t explain it...this District is just the most welcoming place.” 

When he talks about his school experience, then and now, of the diversity of the town on both sides of 

the canal and how the favorite part of his job is graduation day, “seeing a student who has struggled, 

maybe the first of their family to graduate high school...I want that day 

to be perfect for them, for their family, and for our community,” 

you get a glimpse into his devotion to his job, the students, and 

this place. 

His advice to students: “Slow down and enjoy it. It goes by fast and 

there’s going to be a day you wish you were hanging out with your 

buddies.”  

He laughs after saying that and throws out his arms in either direction, 

“My best friend, my wife, works down the hall. My other best friend, 

my mentor, is the Principal. It doesn’t get much better than that!” 
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